Editors\u27 Note by De Armas, Marcel & Vanko, Maria
Sustainable Development Law & Policy
Volume 8




Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/sdlp
Part of the Environmental Law Commons, and the International Law Commons
This Editor's Note is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington College of Law Journals & Law Reviews at Digital Commons @
American University Washington College of Law. It has been accepted for inclusion in Sustainable Development Law & Policy by an authorized
administrator of Digital Commons @ American University Washington College of Law. For more information, please contact
fbrown@wcl.american.edu.
Recommended Citation
De Armas, Marcel and Maria Vanko. “Editors’ Note.” Sustainable Development Law & Policy, Fall 2007, 1.
1 susTaInable DevelopmenT law & polIcy
Modern elections have found a new issue upon which to engage voters. Over the past few years, electorates around the globe are voting in response to environ-
mental issues in general and climate change in particular. The 
impact of these elections will have profound effects far into the 
future, they will decide when and how we decide to cap carbon 
emissions, how we will supply our future energy needs—wind, 
hydro, nuclear—if we should pursue environmental restoration 
projects, or provide greater protections for our coastal areas and 
marine resources. 
With an eye to the future, Sustainable Development Law & 
Policy decided to focus on the direction domestic environmen-
tal policy is taking and should take. We asked all presidential 
candidates for a brief statement stating their priorities and hopes 
for the nation’s environmental policy if they were elected presi-
dent. In this issue you will find Senator Edwards’ and Gover-
nor Romney’s responses, the only two candidates to reply to our 
request. In addition, we have placed the link to each presidential 
candidate’s website that states their environmental and/or energy 
policy. 
Australians recently voted for a new Prime Minister in an 
election coined the “Climate Change Election.” Perhaps the 
changing climate will similarly motivate Americans in 2008. 
With less than a year until the United States decides who its next 
president will be, the American electorate will soon show how 
committed it is to supporting the environment and combating 
climate change. We hope this issue of Sustainable Development 
Law & Policy serves as a useful tool for those in the legal com-
munity, policy makers, and the public in general when making 







10 |  the truth about winD turbineS anD  
avian mortality  
by Michael Distefano
12 |  tranSlatinG State experience into  
feDeral climate policy  
by Jennifer M. Rohleder
18 |  nuclear power: renaiSSance or relapSe?  
by J. C. Sylvan
26 |  DoinG more with leSS: incorporatinG enerGy 
efficiency into a national renewable enerGy 
StanDarD  
by Rachel Kirby
36 |  environmental StanDarDS in u.S. free traDe 
aGreementS: leSSonS from chapter 11  
by Hena Schommer
37 |  minneapoliS briDGe collapSe: motivation to 
be Smarter on infraStructure or  
lateSt in a trenD?  
by Mary Bortscheller
44 |  weStern politicS anD wilDlife policy:  
the caSe of the Gray wolf  
by John Shackelford
46 | the future of the polar bear reStS on thin  
  ice: liStinG unDer the eSa anD itS impactS  
  by Justin Olsson
53 |  SubSiDieS for corn-DeriveD ethanol  
may leave uS thirSty  
by Michael Lore
59 |  cateGory 3 wake-up call: recoGnizinG the 
importance of miSSiSSippi Delta reStoration  
by Matt Irwin
70 |  Solar power in the SouthweSt: from chile 
riStraS to Solar roofS  
by Matthew Padilla 
71 |  the u.S. feDeral Green builDinG policy  
by Eunjung Park
72 |  litiGation upDate  
by Addie Haughey
74 |  book review  
by Erin Overturf
76 |  worlD newS  
by Addie Haughey, Sarah Melikian &  
Marcel De Armas
